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Abstract:  

The article discusses the issue of using information and communication technologies in 

teaching students at pedagogical universities. The importance of developing students' critical 

thinking to evaluate material presented on the Internet is emphasized 

 

Keywords: information and communication technologies, ICT, communication skills, 

Internet. 

Information and communications technology (ICT) plays an important role in the training of 

translators in a wide range of skills. They allow you to make the lesson more exciting due to 

various types of work, videos, colorful illustrations (the teacher can design presentations), the 

material is more varied, and also help to increase the motivation and interest of students. 

Because today's students have access to a wide variety of resources, the instructor must offer 

material and format that will attract attention and compete with publicly available sources. It 

should be noted that students have become more demanding in this regard. In addition, in our 

time, employers’ requirements for specialists have changed: in addition to a high level of 

proficiency in foreign and native languages, it is mandatory to be able to work on a computer 

in various programs, to be able to search and analyze information. The foundations of all these 

skills should be laid at the university. The researchers note that “a modern linguist-translator 

must... know the basics and prospects for the development of new technologies; have practical 

skills and abilities to use information and computer technologies in translation activities; be 

able to make the optimal choice of information and computer technologies when making 

translation decisions, etc.” [1]. We will consider the use of ICT in classes only in the Russian 

language (mainly for the development of communication skills), and not in translation, so 

many resources and questions will remain outside the scope of the article. By the term 

“information and communication technologies” we will understand “a set of methods, 

processes and software and hardware integrated for the purpose of collecting, processing, 

storing, distributing, displaying and using information.” 

A. A. Oksyuta notes that “The main questions when choosing digital technologies as a teacher 

are: what to use, how to use and, most importantly, why to use this or that resource” [3]. You 

need to start from your goal, select resources and carefully study them, thinking through how 

they can be used to achieve your goal. 

Let's look at some types of work using ICT to develop communication skills. During classes, 

video and audio recordings can be used with the following tasks to check understanding: 

answer questions, choose an answer or determine a true/false statement, retell in Russian, do a 

phrase-by-phrase translation, a detailed translation of the entire recording, decoding 

(transcript), write abstract translation. Students can also be offered the “snowball” exercise and 
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a task of phrase-by-phrase repetition after the speaker, which helps to master foreign language 

models and improve pronunciation. 

The Internet offers a wide selection of videos on relevant and interesting topics that can help 

increase student motivation. For example, the TED Talks website (and the corresponding 

channel on the Youtube website) presents fairly short talks on topics from a variety of areas, 

and Mindvalley Talks lectures are dedicated to self-development and achieving professional 

success, which may be of interest to many students. On the Youtube website you can also find 

lessons for learning vocabulary (for example, on the Oxford Online English channel), 

grammar, getting to know the culture of different countries, etc. It is also interesting that you 

can select materials with different accents, tempo of speech, colloquial or special vocabulary. 

Good educational materials are available on the Voice of America and BBC websites. 

Moreover, these sites contain news adapted for students (text and audio). Advanced level 

students can be offered non-adapted news from British and American news sites, as well as 

the euronews channel on Youtube, where the news is divided into separate stories with a title, 

which makes it easier to select news by topic. Often, students are good at understanding 

educational recordings, but have difficulty understanding recordings that are spoken naturally, 

quickly, and/or with an accent. ICTs make it possible to work on this side as well. You can 

also ask students to dictate a text, their translation, or an oral answer to the proposed questions 

as homework to practice their speaking skills outside the classroom. The recording can be sent 

to the teacher by email. 

It is worth noting the following. It is important to develop critical thinking in students so that 

they can independently and competently evaluate the material presented on the Internet, and 

select that which will deepen their knowledge and not create false beliefs and ideas, in 

particular regarding the culture of the countries of the language being studied, as well as the 

language itself. language, different topics. There is a lot of material on the Internet for learning 

the Russian language, which contains errors, including on reputable sites. ICTs make it 

possible to deepen critical thinking, but only if you show students how to evaluate the material 

and what criteria to apply. In some cases, errors are also found in textbooks - students 

mechanically memorize the proposed vocabulary, memorizing the erroneous options. It is 

important to show them how, using ICT, they can check vocabulary, accuracy of translation, 

special characteristics of a lexical unit (conversational style, outdated vocabulary, etc.). It is 

important to teach students to look at the context and compatibility of a lexical item. Often 

students know a word, but cannot pronounce and use it correctly, choose a verb, definition, 

preposition, and do not know grammatical categories. It is necessary to teach them to use text 

corpora and explanatory dictionaries, for example, on the sites http://ozdic.com (combinability 

dictionary), https://onelook.com (explanatory dictionaries) https://www.ldoceonline.com 
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(Longman). Pronunciation can be checked (transcribed and/or audio) on the sites above, and 

place names can be checked in the Collins Dictionary (https://www.collinsdictionary.com). 

There are special sites for checking pronunciation, and on Youtube you can often find videos 

of proper names being spoken. It is extremely important to familiarize students with search 

algorithms, as well as teach them to critically evaluate sites in terms of reliability and language 

literacy, so that students can independently improve their skills. 

ICTs also make it possible to simulate situations that students may encounter in the future 

while working, to increase their competitiveness. 

To summarize, we can say that “the use of verbal, graphic, visual, and sound supports 

facilitates semantic perception, unloads operative memory and activates the functioning of 

long-term memory, develops the mechanism of probabilistic forecasting and increases learning 

motivation” [4]. The choice of resources is wide. It is necessary to determine the goal and 

select the necessary resources in accordance with it. It is necessary to critically evaluate 

materials presented on the Internet and teach students this, as well as show them algorithms 

for searching information on the Internet and an approach to evaluating information. 

Russian is one of the most important languages that has played a significant role in the process 

of globalization. It is the most common means of communication throughout the world. 

The integration of information technology into real life is more important today than ever 

before due to the changing learning environment. Over the past few months, especially during 

the pandemic, there has been an increased interest in modern information tools to support 

language teaching. Research has repeatedly confirmed that information and communication 

technologies (ICT) play an important role in the field of teaching Russian as a foreign 

language. The use of ICT requires specific language skills and strategies. The introduction of 

ICT in the teaching and learning of a foreign language entails a change in the curriculum and 

a change in the learning process itself. Therefore, the integration of new ICT tools such as 

laptop, interactive whiteboard, LCD projector, Internet and social media in the educational 

environment will help students to use Russian language in a very natural, real communicative 

and stress-free language learning environment. 

What does information and communication technology (ICT) mean? 

This article uses ICT to cover computer and internet technologies. Many sources define ICT 

as the tools, tools, processes and equipment that provide the necessary environment with 

physical infrastructure and services for the generation, transmission, processing, storage and 

distribution of information in all forms, including voice, text, data, graphics and video [1] . 

Some examples of ICT: Interactive whiteboards, computers, computer-assisted language 

learning software, office applications (eg: Word, PowerPoint, drawing tools, etc.), Internet - 
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websites and downloadable software, CD-ROM with commercial textbooks, DVD players, 

mobile phones, electronic dictionaries, digital cameras and videos, information projectors [3]. 

Integrating ICT into language teaching. 

Without a doubt, ICT is a valuable and innovative teaching tool that improves foreign language 

teaching. The rapid growth of ICT has naturally affected all aspects of the educational process. 

The use of technology has a positive effect on teaching and learning the Russian language. 

Computer, Internet, smart boards, cell phones, video games, music players, etc. are all things 

we can use in the language learning process to increase students' motivation and increase 

language awareness [2]. The introduction of ICT has already led to the diversification of lesson 

content and the modernization of pedagogical methods. ICT makes Russian language lessons 

more interactive, flexible and innovative. Integration of information technologies in Russian 

language lessons makes it possible to motivate students in a variety of ways, take learning 

outside the classroom and take into account individual differences of students. The presence 

of a large number of authentic materials such as images, animations, audio and video clips 

facilitates presentation and language practice. 

For students, ICT increases motivation. ICT is a powerful factor in providing a more interesting 

learning environment, which in turn helps motivate students to express themselves and 

encourage them to improve. In addition, ICT promotes learner autonomy. Tools provide 

students with the opportunity to take responsibility for their own learning. Students can choose 

materials that suit their learning style [4]. 

Unlike the traditional learning environment, ICT offers increasing opportunities for practicing 

knowledge in a real environment - for example, video conferencing, calls and correspondence. 

To summarize the above, ICT has the following advantages: 

- The ability to easily adapt educational materials to the circumstances, needs and reactions of 

the student; 

- ICT allows you to respond to and use the latest news, offers access to reliable materials on 

the Internet; 

- Ability to combine / use alternately (basic) skills (text and images, audio and video); 

- Novelty and creativity. Lessons are made more interesting and less routine, which improves 

student achievement. 

- The teacher can use different materials for each [5]. 

However, in many educational institutions in the country, the use of ICT in foreign language 

lessons is limited. This is due to the lack of experienced teachers and mostly lack of technical 

equipment. There are three main problems that students face: 
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1. Lack of effective training [6]. Students are not trained to use information platforms. Even in 

modern times, we see limited use of ICT in the classroom environment. Ignorance leads to loss 

of motivation and, consequently, to a deterioration in the quality of knowledge. 

2. Use of the same type of teaching styles [6]. Many teachers are unable to cope with individual 

differences between students. Using the same type of tasks, students lose interest in the subject. 

3. Limited technical equipment 

Most students do not have access to ICT materials because most of them are also needed by 

other family members (if we are talking about homeschooling). Poor quality internet 

connection or no internet connection at all. All this interferes with progress in learning, 

demotivates and creates obstacles in cognition. 

In conclusion, it can be said that the introduction of educational technologies and 

communication in the context of Russian language teaching provides a flexible and diverse set 

of technological tools, promotes the development of students' problem-solving skills, enables 

students to use higher order skills, develop critical thinking and effective information 

processing skills. Encourages active and independent, autonomous and collaborative language 

learning, motivates and promotes language learning, improves teacher qualifications. 

However, the integration of ICT into language teaching practice has its limitations. ICT should 

be integrated into foreign language teaching as an effective addition to the traditional form of 

teaching. 
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