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Abstract:  

In this article analyzes the famous manifestation of French literature, the tragedy of the era 

and personality in Honore de Balzac’s novel “Old Goriot”. 
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For centuries, the concept that “a person comes into the world once and he should live this life 

that everyone wishes, live whatever his heart desires, decorate the life given by God with 

unrepeatable scenes” has been ruling in the minds of people for centuries. How true this is, 

how important it is for humanity is being proven by the life path a person has travelled 

throughout his life, during his or her life experiences, and the lessons he or she has learned 

from her or his struggles. It would be appropriate to find the answer to the above question 

through the novel “Old Goriot” written by Honoré de Balzac, a representative of classicism 

literature. The work was written in 1834, and it is one of the most famous works in the history 

of humanity, sold several thousand copies, and served as a living guide for not only the French, 

but also the whole world society. 

The events of the novel take place in “the most unfair city in the world” - Paris. The rough 

society of Paris is revealed through the life of Old Goriot, one of the richest men of his time. 

After the death of his wife, old Goriot is the image of a heroic person who is faithful to his 

wife, who is more than fatherly, so to speak, motherly, for his two daughters, Anastasia and 

Delphine. 

Another character who gave life to the work is Eugène de Rastignac. He is a young man who 

moved away from his poor family to become a lawyer in an unjust and nasty city like Paris, 

with the support of his rich aunt, in order to gain wealth and prestige. Although he aims to 
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interfere with the aristocratic class through the old Goriot and daughters, the selfishness of the 

two daughters opens his eyes and awakens his conscience. 

Anastasia and Delphine are the images of girls who are not interested in wealth and life. Old 

Goriot passes them on to rich bridegrooms through their beauty. At a time when all the French 

youth are, struggling with where to get the money for the future, this marriage may be a simple 

solution for old Goriot and his daughters, but it is true that this life humiliates the father. The 

two girls are enemies to each other and are embodied in the form of morally poor children who 

hope for even the last silver shoe of their father. 

If we take a deep look at the work, the first thing that surprises a person is that a passionate 

father who lives on a rent of six hundred francs, even if there is no honor for his daughters, 

who has an income of fifty thousand francs. Neither Anastasia nor Delphine thought about it. 

The father was only a source to satisfy their desires and a lawyer to close their doors. Old 

Goriot said, “My daughters make me jealous of each other. This shows their kindness towards 

me. De Resto loves me too. I know that. Both of them are very kind to me, and if my grooms 

were good, I would be the happiest person in the world”. Old Goriot reassures himself that he 

is patiently waiting for his daughters to come to justice. However, at the end of the play, on 

his deathbed, he is convinced that a father without a child is worth less than a child. 

Why are girls to blame for these events? In fact, girls have to. To always, smile despite the 

painful sufferings, to dress smartly even if you cannot afford it, and always to look happy. This 

was taught to them by a corrupt society. Every person belonging to the nobles is treated with 

honor and respect. It is not difficult to notice this at the beginning of the play, when all the 

boarders welcome Eugène de Rastignac. Girls also sacrificed themselves for their upper class 

husbands. He demanded the expansion of the ranks of barbarians who sold their souls and 

bodies for a better life. Goriot, like his father, put the future of his children above everything, 

even his own value. “I will not eat butter from today. Take it out of the account”... He loves 

butter too much for himself and increased the number of fathers who donated his money for 

the needs of their two unruly, life-loving daughters. 

The play has a very sad ending, even though the father gave his all for his daughter Anastasia, 

who had to buy a dress for the prom, and thought that she would not embarrass them in front 

of people, the two daughters did not come to encourage her father in his sick state, but the last 

they do not understand that they committed the worst sin by not wanting to send him to the 

last destination (his funeral – M.M.). This work, which will make the reader cry, is worthy of 

being a side note in the childhood of humankind. 

THIS SOCIETY IS A CRIME. The society that killed youth, conscience, and millions of 

fathers is a criminal. 

In other works of French literature, the society and the people in it are literally the cause of the 

judgment of eternity; the time can somehow punish them because of their actions, or regardless 

of how cheerful and naive a person is. We can find many examples of how he was punished 
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in life for these qualities. Nevertheless, in “Old Goriot” we can witness that these aspects are 

very skillful, and it affects the heart of the reader regardless of his nationality and religion. It 

is as if the author of the work foresaw the skills that could appear several centuries later and 

even accepted by the society as a normal law of life, and expressed his reaction to it. In addition, 

it gives the impression that he tried to warn future generations about the events, which may 

happen as an example. Based on this point of view, we can say that Honore de Balzac’s novel 

“Old Goriot” is an example of fiction that reveals the author’s high poetic skills, and the work 

itself brings the pathos of life to the highest level. 
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